
Is it moving on the Houston 
Ship Channel only or is the 
towboat and barge flotilla 

<55’ wide and < 1180’ long? 

No Permit  
Required 

YES 

NO Block 1 
Is the Flotilla and Tow-

boat  < 70’ wide and 
<750’ long? 

YES 

ISSUE PERMIT 

Is the flotilla all 
empties with drafts 

less than 2.5’? 

YES 

Is it only transiting Sec-
tor Hou/Galv 

MM442—MM238.5 

Is it  < 108’ wide 
and 750’ long? 

YES YES 
Can they reconfigure 
to meet requirements 

for No Permit or 
Block 1 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO NO Is it > 70’ wide?  
Or is is > 750’ long? 
If not go to Block 1 

Is it going east of the Cal-
casieu  

Locks(MM238.5WHL or 
going to COTP NOLA or  

Morgan City? 

NO 

Can they reconfigure 
to meet size require-
ments for No Permit 

or Block 1? 
Request Concurrent  

Clearance from Sector 
New Orleans 

Concurrent  
clearance  
Received? 

ISSUE PERMIT 

Sector Houston-Galveston Oversized Tow Permit Decision Matrix  
 

YES 

NO 

YES Call 
WWM 

OST Permit Desks: 
Houston:                 (713)678-9058 
 

Port Arthur:            (409)719-5070 
 

Corpus Christi:       (361)939-6393 
 

Morgan City:          (504)846-5923 
 

New Orleans:         (504)846-5923 
 

Mobile:                   (251)441-5976 

NO 

YES 

Oversized tow permits issued in 
one Captain of the Port Zone are 
good for all Captain of the Port 
Zones - no additional permits are 
required. 
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